474

MAEY II.,*

QUEEX REGNANT OF GEEAT BEITAIN AND IRELAND.

NOTHING could induce James duke of York to give up Anne
Hyde, the daughter of lord Clarendon. When he won her
affections he was an exile, and she was maid of honour to Ms
sister, Mary princess of Orange. But fortune changed in favour
of the royal line of Stuart; yet the son of Charles I. clave to the
wife of his choice. The lady Mary was their second child, bom
at St. James's palace, April SO, 1662, "baptized in the chapel of
St. James, prince Rupert "being her godfather. Maiy was nursed
at Twickenham, in the old palace of Katharine of Arragon, and
reared under the protection of her grandfather, lord Clarendon,
to whom she was consigned. The birth of a brother removed
the infant from proximity to the crown. A sister was born on
February 6, 1664, to whom the little Mary stood godmother in
St. James's chapel, giving her the name of Anne.

Brothers were born in quick succession; yet not one was loved
like Mary by the duke of York, who could not spare her from
his arm, even when transacting naval affairs. " I was on busi-
ness at York place with the duke of York," says Pepys, " and
with great pleasure did see him play with his little girl, just like
an ordinary private father of a child." After the first great
naval victory of the duke of York, he took his infant family to
York, to avoid the plague.

When Anne was three years old, her mother, who had no fault
but voracity, indulged her so much in eating that her eyes in-
flamed: she was sent to France, and placed with her grand-
mother queen Henrietta. On the death of that queen at Colombe
Anne was transferred to the nursery of the duchess of Orleans,
her aunt, who dying some ten months afterwards, the duke of
Orleans put the lady Anne of York in state mourning with her
cousins, his daughters, and she was seen in tiny train and crape
veil. Here sl^e became acquainted with hei? near relative and
f-attire antagonist, Louis 3TV.

* The early life of queen Anne is incj&dcd in that of her sister Mary,